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Buyer Beware

by Wally Wersching
With the coming of warm weather, many people are getting into motorcycling -

some for the first time, and others getting back into motorcycling after many
years.

The first thing that should be done is schedule an MSF class to learn (or
relearn) the correct way to ride safely. Go to www.msf-usa.org to locate a class in
your area. Many courses supply a motorcycle so you don't need your own bike to
get a motorcycle designation (M) on your license. This is imperative to your safe-
ty, and longevity on your motorcycle.

The next thing is buying a bike of your own. You need to determine the type of
riding you will be doing. Shop around. Go to many different dealers, and try on as
many bikes as you can get your leg over. Some dealers might even let you take
one for a test ride as long as you have that "M" on your license. 

Once you have decided which type of bike fits you best, you have to see how
much you have to spend. This will determine whether you buy used or new. You
don't want to get yourself into any serious debt, and be paying for the bike for the
next five to eight years. It's better to pay cash for a used bike than getting in debt
over your head for a new one.

There are advantages and disadvantages to both new and used that will depend
on the size of your wallet, and your mechanical skill and knowledge. I've bought
both new and used, and have had good luck with both. I've heard of some horror
stories of buying used, and the same about buying new.

Let's talk more about buying a used bike because there is an abundance of used
bikes on the market today. Check out the prices of the bike you want using the
Kelly Blue Book at http://www.kbb.com. - somewhere between the retail price,
and trade-in price would be good. 

Where do you find one? You could go to your local dealer. Many have trade-ins
for sale at a reduced price from a new one - some even have a warranty. There are
many papers, and places that a private owner can list their motorcycle to sell.
Examples are: your local newspaper, Bike Trader, Cycle Trader, etc. Also there
are many on-line places to locate a used motorcycle: hdtrader.com,
cycletrader.com, etc. You can also go onto eBay, and look for a used motorcycle. I
personally would not buy a motorcycle on eBay. It's hard to determine the quality
of a motorcycle from a few close-up pictures, and there's nothing like touching,
hearing, and riding before you buy which is normally not possible on eBay. 

I would rather buy from someone local so I can go, and look at the bike before I put
any money down. This is still a risky business because the seller might not always tell
you the truth. After all, their main concern is to get the bike out of their garage. Check
the bike out thoroughly before you buy. Ask questions about the type of riding, and the
maintenance. If the bike was maintained by a dealer, there should be receipts. Check
the normal wear items, tires, brakes, chain & sprockets, etc. If any need replacing, fac-
tor that into your equation about how much you have to spend. Stick you finger into
the muffler (make sure it's not hot), if it comes out oily (not just sooty) walk away.
Another way is to see if there is blue smoke out the exhaust - the engine is burning too
much oil, and needs a rebuild. Check the sprockets, if the teeth are sharp and pointy,
they have been abused, and both need to be replaced along with the chain. Check out
the brake pads and rotors. If the rotors are grooved and scored, they will have to be
replaced. Some rotors can cost into the hundreds of dollars. Check the tires for uneven
wear patterns. This could show that the bike is in need of an alignment or the result of
an accident. If the wheels are laced, check for loose spokes by tapping them with a pen
or screwdriver handle. Listen for the thud - they all should have a ring to them.

After you have checked out all you can, give the bike an overall look. If it has been
abused, it will have that worn look. If it has been down, there will be scrapes and
scratches on the side items like exhaust pipes, mirrors, levers, etc. 

Estimate how much it will cost to get the bike the way you want it. If it will cost
more than you have, don't buy it. If you think that the asking price is too high for what
you'll have to put into it, make a lower offer. They might take it.

Don't buy on impulse, because a friend likes the bike, or has one like it. You are the
one who is going to ride and maintain it. It'll be your butt in the seat so you want it to
fit just right! You also don't want it to leave you stranded on the side of the road in the
middle of nowhere. If you are not comfortable about it, walk away. Just because you
are there looking at a motorcycle doesn't mean you have to buy it.

After you have bought the right bike for you, take it to an empty parking lot, and
practice some of the exercises you learned in the MSF class. Once you have become
comfortable with the bike, venture out onto some back roads or residential streets to
get the feel of it at speed. Try a couple quick stops to see if the brakes pull or chatter.

These are just a few of the things that you should be aware of when getting into the
sport of motorcycling. There are many more that will appear the more you ride. Be
flexible, always plan ahead, and you'll have a long enjoyable motorcycling experience.
Good luck and have fun!
Let Wally know what you think of his stories. wallywer44@hotmail.com


